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Am TAcEncs iN JuY TwAi~s. By Francis X. Busch. Chicago:
The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc. 1949. Pp. xxvii, 1147. $20.00.
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Here is a text that is heartily recommended both to the older
practitioner and the younger lawyer. For the more experienced trial
lawyer, the text serves as an excellent check on the finer points
involved in courtroom trials; for the fledgling beginning his trial
career, it serves as an excellent guide, from the selection of a jury
through the final verdict in the cause.
Law and Tactics in Jury Trials is intended as a practical treatise
on the trial of jury cases. From the beginning the accepted function
of the advocate has been to impress upon the "triers of fact" the
righteousness of his client's cause. Argument alone is not sufficient;
the advocate must realize that, from the instant the jury takes its
seat in the jury box until it is consigned to the custody of the bailiff
and confined for deliberations, everything appearing in the courtroom
in the presence of the jury makes an impression upon and contributes
to its state of mind in regard to the issues to be determined, either
consciously or unconsciously. The author points up the contacts which
the trial lawyer has with the jury in the course of a contested trial,
and indicates how each contact may be utilized for the benefit of his
client.
Mr. Busch's text is neatly arranged in a sensible and workmanlike
manner, following through in chronological order the steps in a
typical trial by jury. The body of the text is supplemented by wellannotated footnotes, giving the reader an immediate source of authority for any statement made. Verbatim excerpts from court-reported
examinations of witnesses and jurors are included in the text to serve
as illustrations of the particular points under discussion.
Chapter XI, dealing with the preparation of a case, will prove most
illuminating to the practitioner, regardless of the length and scope of
his experience. Beginning with thorough examination of the client,
and continuing through preparation of intended witnesses for giving
their testimony effectively, the author goes keenly into detail as to
the logical and sensible steps to follow in preparing a case for trial.
In this chapter Mr. Busch, himself an eminent Chicago trial lawyer,
gives to the reader the benefit of his many years of experience, as well
as the thoughts and suggestions of other successful trial lawyers.
Chapters XIV and XV deal with direct examination and crossexamination respectively. Here again, the statements made by Mr.
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Busch are well annotated. These two chapters alone, in the reviewer's
opinion, justify the price of the book.
Law and Tactics in Jury Trials is a "must" for the trial attorney.
Louis LEraoviT

Assistant Attorney General, State of Florida
Member of the West Palm Beach Bar
STATUTES 1949. By the Statutory Revision Department.
Tallahassee: State of Florida. 1950. 1 Vol. in 2 books: pp. xxiii,
3495. $12.50.

FLORIDA

As Florida approached her second century of statehood she took
a long stride toward maturity, culminating in the publication in 1950
of Florida Statutes 1949.
The lowest form of government is the stage of arbitrary governmental action without rules; this is but one step removed from arbitrary action without any government at all. The next phase is the
formulation of rules, whether in the very general and therefore vague
medium of a constitution, or in the somewhat more specific form of
statutes, or in the detailed and voluminous method of expression
known as administrative regulations, or in the judicial manner of
case plus stare decisis familiar to us as the common law. This last,
in Anglo-American jurisprudence, stood to the fore over several
centuries; and indeed was itself not without precedent in the iurisconsultus of Roman law, typified by Gaius, Papinian, Ulpian, Paulus
and Modestinus, or in the older Hebraic commentator on the Torah
and compilator of the Talmud, exemplified by Nehemiah, Hillel I
and Jehudah.
Undoubtedly this method constitutes the safest approach to formal
expression of community standards; but it is also the slowest. Although judge-made law is still a potent factor in our government,
and although intersticial legislation by the judiciary necessarily remains with us, the spotlight is today shifting from the bench as the
primary creator of rules of law to the legislatures and administrative agencies. A study of the reports, both state and federal, demonstrates this trend. Whether functionally desirable or not-and this
review does not attempt to join the fray on that hotly debated
question-it is a fact. As such, it must be faced.
Those complex multilateral contracts called statutes are enacted
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